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Memorial Day is  an American Federal Holiday celebrated yearly on the last Monday in May. It was started a�er the Civil War  to remem-

ber the men and women who died during that conflict. At the end of the 20th century, the idea was extended to honor all men and wom-

en who have paid the supreme sacrifice in all wars. We of the USS BATAAN  ORGANIZATION have paid homage to our fallen comrades of 

WWII and Korea yearly at our reunions, and will con3nue to do so as long as this organiza3on survives. 

One of our members told of a former pilot of VMF 212 who was killed in ac3on one week a�er leaving our ship — should we  include this 

pilot in our yearly memorial booklet along with those that have lost their lives in WWII and Korea  — my feelings are — WHY NOT? If any-

one feels that I have overstepped my authority — so be it. 

This is the story about Captain Leon J. Bernal, Jr. as told by our member Lt. Col Jess Lewis USMCR: 

 A�er World War II “Lee” and I joined a Marine Corps Reserve Fighter Squadron VMF 221 in St. Louis Missouri. We were recalled 

to ac3ve duty at the start of the Korean War, on 1 August 1950. We went to Japan in the first replacement dra� on 5 August 1950 and 

were assigned to VMF 212. 

A�er the Chosen Reservoir Opera3on, Lee and I le� the squadron to re-qualify for carrier landings in the Corsair and then to rejoin VMF 

212 aboard the USS BATAAN CVL29 in Sasebo , Japan in January 1951. We le� the ship in early Marc 1951 and went to an airfield on the 

Korean east coast called K-3. It was from there that I accompanied my long-3me friend and squadron mate on his last flight mission. 

 We spoDed a group of enemy tanks about sixty miles north of the ‘bomb line’ and on our second pass he crashed into a fiery ball 

as a result of enemy fire. His remains were never recovered. This was on March 11, 1951.  

 It is my honor to request his name be added to our Korean War casualty list. Since he loved the Bataan so much and would be 

suppor3ng our BATAAN ASSOCIATION  as well as I and so many of my Navy and USMC mates. 

Thank you, 

Jesse Lewis, Lt. Col. USMCR            

IT TAKES A FIRST CLASS FIGHTING PERSON TO MAN A 
SHIP THAT IS CALLED BATAAN! 

Spring 2012 

Any man or woman who may be asked in this century what they did to make 
life worthwhile in their lifetime....can respond with a great deal of pride and 
satisfaction, "I SERVED IN THE UNITED STATES  NAVY." 
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                        Mainers Welcome Bataan With Old and New   

                      

Chairpersons Clifford and Ada Eng were on hand at the Best Western – Merry Manor in South  

Portland, Maine, to greet and register aDendees for the   25th  Reunion of the USS Bataan  

Associa3on. The arrivals spread throughout the day on Wednesday, in fact, some early birds  

made it in on Tuesday. The Ballroom was set up just as it would be for the Saturday night  

Banquet, and the Bataan decora3ve banners went up on the walls. As the a�ernoon progressed,  

our Ballroom turned into the Hospitality Suite, with our own hotel staff member stepping in as a  

bartender with drinks of choice.  

Throughout the a�ernoon, Associa3on members caught up on the news from the previous 12  

months and enjoyed snacking on treats furnished by Frito Lay division of Pepsico. The  

CrackerJack kid and his dog Bingo were present, and as the dinner hour arrived, the hotel staff  

set up a marvelous buffet of Maine’s favorite dishes.   

Entertainment was provided by a local DJ playing “our kind” of music and  the group headed for  

their rooms to be sure to be up for breakfast and a leisurely start for the Memorial Service.  

Three Portland “Trolley Car” coaches were wai3ng at the hotel front door to take us to the  

outdoor service led by Chaplain Don Border. We were on historic soil. The rocky point was a  

memorial to the USS Portland; the ci3zens of Portland wanted to make the decommission ship a  

museum and memorial, but lost out. They did receive the radar mast which was erected as a  

symbol of the original ship, and an impressive background to our ceremony.                                           

Cynthia Kane, Lt. Commander, Chaplain service, was our first lady Chaplain to be present at the  

Memorial Service  President Decker rang the ship’s bell as the name of each of our departed  

shipmates was called. The playing of taps concluded the service.  

The three trolley cars were wai3ng to con3nue our Portland City tour and to take us to lunch at a  

unique floa3ng restaurant—a barge converted to an eatery to handle the six-foot harbor 3de.  

Then we were transferred to the Islander, an excursion boat that  gave us a tour of the island- 

doDed harbor.    

Back to the hotel and the Hospitality Room.  This was our chance to meet Lt. Comdr. Joel  

Cas3llo, of LHD 5. He went from table to table, gree3ng the members and their families and  

posing for pictures. Joel also addressed the group in a formal message from the ship. Their goal  

is to “keep the legend alive” and add to the accomplishments of CVL 29 in WW II and Korea.  
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The group was impressed by Joel’s spirited message and regreDed that an opera3onal plan  

change called him back to Norfolk.  

Friday called for an early start at 8:30 a.m., as we were headed for a busy day, star3ng with a  

move north to the historic city of Bath. En route, our driver-guides gave us a background of  

Bath’s role in the building of wooden ships for both commercial and war3me use.   

Our first step was to get clearance for going on the premises of General Dynamic’s giant plant  

that produces the Arleigh Burke and Zumwalt Class destroyers. Although we were not permiDed  

to leave the coach, we were able to observe the hull sec3ons taking place that would make up the  

completed ship.  

The tour completed, we le� the coaches and had a walking tour of the Maine Mari3me Museum.  

It is built in the same loca3on where the great wooden ships were constructed! Several of the  

original company’s outbuildings s3ll remain, and demonstra3ons of the techniques of  

construc3on s3ll remain.   

Inside the museum were color displays of the shipyards and models of the old ships that made  

Bath famous. Also there was an a amply ouPiDed gi� shop with nau3cal gi�s galore.  

Rolling back south, we made a stop at the Len Libby candy store to view Lenny, the world’s      

only life-size chocolate moose. The “animal” weighs 1708 pounds. Our final des3na3on for the  

day was Foster’s Lobster House, in York Harbor. All the accessories of a Lobster Barbeque  

Cookout were served for a Luncheon Meal that wouldn’t stop coming! The group was  

appropriately “bibbed” and sat at long picnic tables. Those who hadn’t seen a real lobster on a  

plaDer were in for a treat.  

Home to the Merry Manor to rest up; of course, there was the chance for an op3onal visit to the  

Hospitality Room and good conversa3on about Saturday’s ac3vi3es.  

Opening event on the final day was the Business Mee3ng. Although the Minutes of the mee3ng  

are provided elsewhere in the news leDer, the two major issues were the revision of the By Laws  

to permit  full membership in the Associa3ons to immediate family members, including the  

ability to hold offices, and 2013 site selec3on.  Omaha was chosen as the Reunion site with  

Keith Arterburn as Chairman and Ed Smith, assis3ng.  

A lively auc3on was conducted by President Clancy Decker on the conclusion of the Business  

Mee3ng, and members were “on their own” un3l the dinner hour. 
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Minutes of the 25th Reunion 
Business Meeting of the 

USS Bataan, CVL-29 Associa-
tion 

May 29, 2012 
The meeting was called to order by President 
Clancy Decker at 9 a.m. in the Ballroom of the 
Best Western-Merry Manor Hotel in South Port-
land , Maine. Chaplain Don Border offered the 

Invocation, which was followed by the Pledge of Allegiance led by President Decker. Excused for family 
health reasons were Sando Cosenza (Secretary-Newsletter) and Dick Weaver (Historian-Webmaster) 

Secretary Pro-Tem Jim Ward called the Roll of current officers. Present were President Decker, Vice-President 
Jim McDonald, Treasurer Clifford Eng, and Chaplain Donald Border. 

Vice-President Jim McDonald presented a copy of the Association’s Financial Records which he had audited 
and approved. The report was accepted by President Deck for the Association. 

Treasurer Eng read the highlights of the Financial Report and it was approved by the Association. 

President Decker introduced the need to recognize wives and family members as “full” members of the Associ-
ation, with the right to serve in officer’s positions. An original motion to permit this was revised to accomplish 
the change by revising the by-laws accordingly.  The by-laws change motion was seconded and approved. As a 
part of this discussion it was determined from the records that there are currently 55 dues paying members. 

President Clancy Decker requested the Association be represented by a $200 Memorial Brick at the New Orle-
ans World War II Memorial. It was unanimously approved by the membership. 

Election of Officers for 2012-2013; President Decker agreed to serve another term, as did Vice-President Jim 
McDonald. Anita Havig, widow of husband Wayland Havig, has agreed to serve as Treasurer; Don Border of-

fered to continue as Chaplain.  Sando Cosenza, though unable to attend the current reunion due to family health 
issues, has agreed to continue as Secretary and Newsletter Editor. Dick Weaver has resigned the Historian-
Webmaster position, so this position is currently open. The slate was approved by a unanimous vote. 

The site selection for 2013 consisted of two presentations. Keith Arterburn, recommended Omaha, Nebraska 
and gave the details of plans for a four day program, starting Wed., May 15th, 2013. He has four hotel bids, but 
the final hotel decision has not been picked. 

Clancy Decker presented Charleston, S.C., and included details of local features, including the USS Yorktown 
ship memorial.  He has hotel options arranged.    

A vote by hands was taken and the Omaha proposal received a majority vote (18-11) and was approved as the 
site. Ed Webb, a Nebraska resident, has offered to assist Keith with the event. 

A unanimous vote of appreciation was voted for Clifford and Ada Eng and their committee for their work on 
this year’s reunion. 

The meeting was adjourned at 10:15 a.m. and the traditional Auction for the benefit of the Association was 
conducted. Auctioneer Clancy Decker donated a variety of craft creations from his workshop, as well many 
other items contributed by well-wishers, Association members and businesses. 

Respectfully submitted,  Jim Ward, Secretary Pro-Tem for Sando Cosenza 
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We haven’t seen one of the 

three in the last few reunions 

— maybe, God willing— he and 

his wife will join us in Omaha, 

Nebraska. (they had been regu-

lars for a few years) 

Let me give you a hit or two — 

it is the one on the right — he 

now lives with his wife in New 

Port Richey, Florida. During 

WWII, he was assigned to Air 

Group 47. (he builds ships) 

Give up      Nile Rigg 

For those that know Nile, you will remember the model ship that he built of the USS BATAAN CVL29. 

THIS IS HIS STORY —HOBBY BUILDS MEMORIES AND FRIENDSHIP — 

The Cra� Street Modelers are hardly the kind of riff-ra� that might be run off from a senior center. 

They are older than 60, and they spend their mornings carving intricate wood fiUngs for miniature 

boats. But, a�er a series of run-ins with a quil3ng group, they took their toys elsewhere, 
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PATCH OF THE LIQUI-

DATORS OF TORPEDO   

BOMBING FORTY 

SEVEN 

  VT 47 OVER  OKINAWA 
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RespecPully submiDed — Keith Arterburn & 
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THE ARTICLE THAT YOU HAVE JUST READ, WAS TAKEN FROM THE SPRING 2012 

EDITION OF THE FOUNDATION MAGAZINE — CHARLES FUSS WAS SO KIND TO  

SEND THE MAGAZINE WHICH CONTAINED THE SAID ARTICLE — THANKS CHAR-

LIE — AS ALWAYS , YOUR ARTICLES  ARE ALWAYS  A WELL RECEIVED IN OUR OR-

GANIZATION —  OUR NEXT REUNION WILL BE IN OMAHA, NEBRASKA — GOD 

WILLING, YOU WILL BE ABLE TO JOIN US AND  BE TELLING US MORE ABOUT 

YOUR ACTIVITIES  SINCE YOU LEFT THE BATAAN.  AT THIS NEXT REUNION, 

WHAT I WOULD LIKE TO DO IS TO BRING MY RECORDER AND ACTUALLY REC-

ORD A FEW SESSIONS  OF OUR HISTORY IN THE  HOSPITALITY ROOM, THEN, 

GRADUALLY  HAVE THE ARTICLES APPEAR IN OUR NEWSLETTERS.  LET’S FACE IT, 

THERE ARE MANY STORIES THAT HAVE NEVER BEEN TOLD AND WILL LOST FOR-

EVER — SO, LET US ALL BECOME HISTORIANS AND TELL WHAT WE SAW AND 

DID. 

_____________________________________________________________ 

NOW HEAR THIS — NOW HEAR   THIS——       DUES ARE NOW PAYABLE FOR THE 

COMING YEAR — THEY ARE STILL $ 15.00 PER YEAR, FROM 

MAY TO MAY.— PLEASE SEND YOUR DUES TO OUR NEW 

TREASURER  

ANITA HAVIG, 7006 NORTH HOWELL ST. , DAVENPORT  

IA, 5280 

wHavig@aol.com;  563-391 1905 

FOR ALL NOTICES OF DEATH AND ILLNESS, PLEASE SEND 

THE INFORMATION TO OUR CHAPLAIN — DONALD BOR-

DER;  5516 MUIRFIELD DR; BAKERSFIELD  CA;  93306 

661-872 3152;  jmborder@hotmail.com
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Sando COSENZA,  SECRETARY 

USS BATAAN CVL29/LHD5 ASSOCIATION 

4448 EAST CHEYENNE DRIVE 

PHOENIX, AZ  85044-1619 

scosenza1@cox.net 

Bataan Officers 

PRESIDENT — CLANCY DECKER 

6818 FINCH PLACE 

PHILADELPHIA, PA 19142 

V. PRESIDENT—JIM McDONALD 

4550 CHERRY CREEK SO. DR. 

#700 

DENVER, CO  80246 

CHAPLAIN — DONALD  BORDER 

5516 MUIRFIELD DR 

BAKERSFIELD, CA 93306 

TREASURER — ANITA HAVIG 

7006 N. HOWELL ST. 

DAVENPORT, IA  52806 

SECRETARY– SANDO COSENZA 

4448 E. CHEYENNE DR 

PHOENIX, AZ 85044 


